Year 10 History option group – We are now studying Elizabethan England. Read through the
pages below and answer the 8 tasks. Try and email me your completed work to
humanities@fortistrust.co.uk or send it in by post to Mrs Hitchings, Bradfields Academy,
Churchill Ave, Chatham, ME5 0LB by Friday 3rd July.

What were the most popular types of
entertainment in Elizabethan times?
Walt – understand how people enjoyed themselves in Tudor times
Wilf:
1.Know about cruel sports
2. Know about the entertainment enjoyed by the rich
3. Know about Elizabethan theatre
4. Know about the design, plays and attitudes towards the theatre

How did people enjoy
themselves in Tudor times?
• People had to make their own entertainment in Tudor times.
They worked for most of the week, Sunday was the day of rest
reserved for fun.
• Tudor people went to watch plays in newly built round theatres.
• Streets and markets were visited by travelling musicians.
• The rich employed musicians to play music on flutes and lutes
whilst they ate.

• Recreation for poor people included singing, bowling, cockfighting and dancing.
• Poor peoples’ sport included fishing and archery. An early
version of football was played between neighbouring
villages on holidays.
• Tennis was played and a court still exists in Hampton Court.
Henry VIII was said to be very keen. Like football, it was
different from today. It has similarities to the modern
game of squash.
• Hunting was popular, wealthy people might have their own
hunting grounds such as modern Soho in London or
Roundhay in Leeds. Poor people were not allowed to hunt
larger animals and made do with wild rabbits.

Task 1 – write out this mind map of Tudor entertainment
using the previous information
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Cruel Sports

• A cruel sport is one where an animal is hurt
• The Elizabethans enjoyed this type of sport.
The most popular were bull-baiting,
cockfighting and bear baiting. Purpose built
buildings such as a 'cockpit' or 'Bear Garden'
were built that could house hundreds or more
of spectators at a time. Spectators would
gamble on the outcome.
• Bull and bear baiting were similar. The animal
would be chained to a post in the centre of
the arena and dogs would be let loose on it.
People would gamble on which dogs would
survive the longest or whether the bull or
bear would die. Cockfighting was when two
cockerels were set upon each other. Once
again, people would bet on the outcome.
• These forms of popular entertainment were
an everyday part of life in Elizabethan
England and Wales, especially in the larger
towns.

Task 2 – Read the information and answer the questions below:
1. What is a cruel sport?
2. Describe bear baiting.
3. Describe cockfighting.

Task 3 – Source work - Cruel Tudor Sports

1. What does this source show?

2. What other types of cruel sports were
there?

3. What would people do when they went to
these sports?

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zksycdm

Task 4 –See if you can access this BBC web page about Shakespeare.
Read Audience and Social Attitudes, Who went to the theatre, page 1
and answer these questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Where did the Nobles sit?
What were people who stood called?
Who didn’t go to the theatre?
What snack could groundlings buy?

Theatre

• At the beginning of the 16th century many
plays were based upon religious themes.
These were called ‘morality plays’ and showed
good and bad conduct. Others, called ‘miracle
plays’ showed scenes from the Bible.
• The main exception to this were the plays put
on by wandering groups of actors, known as
‘strolling players’. The plays put on by these
groups were often far from religious and the
authorities tried to ban them.
• The themes of plays changed during
Elizabeth’s reign and English playwrights
began to write comedies and tragedies. By
the end of her reign playwrights such as
Marlowe, Johnson and Shakespeare were
writing the plays for which they are now
famous.
• As the watching of plays became more
popular, theatres were built instead of using
the courtyards of inns. The popularity of
stage plays led to the building of the Rose,
Swan and Globe Theatres in London between
1587 and 1598.

Task 5 – Read the information and answer the questions below:
1. What were miracle plays?
2. What two themes developed in Elizabeth’s reign?
3. Which two theatres were built in London?

Features of
Elizabethan Theatre

• The theatre was open and plays had to be
performed in daylight.
• A flag would be flown from the top of the
theatre to show a play was going to be
performed.
• People sat around the stage in galleries.
• The cheapest place was in front of the
stage where ordinary people stood. They
were known as ‘groundlings’.
• There was very little scenery – a
character would tell the audience where
the scene was set.
• Women’s parts were played by boys.
• Long speeches gave actors a chance to
change their clothes.
• There was generally plenty of violence in
the plays – Tudor audiences loved it.

Task 6 – Read the information and answer the questions below:
1. What was flown at the top of a theatre when a play was on?
2. Who played the parts of women?
3. What was there plenty of in the plays?

Good entertainment

Attitudes

•

Many Elizabethans enjoyed going to the theatre as it
provided good entertainment, an escape from their everyday
lives and the chance to socialise and catch up on the latest
news. Many nobles attended the theatre and the showing of
a new play became a social event. The quality and diversity
of plays improved and this further encouraged the
development of the theatre.

Opposition to the theatre

•

However, the theatre was not popular with everyone.

•

Puritans disapproved of the non-religious nature of the plays
which could lead to bad habits and behaviour. They believed
it kept people from going to church.

•

Religious leaders felt the immoral actions and bad language
in plays were sinful.

•

The authorities were unhappy because they believed it
encouraged people to miss work and be idle.

•

The authorities also felt that theatres were ideal places for
thieves and vagabonds to operate and theatres were places
where plague and other infectious diseases could spread.

•

Despite this opposition, the popularity of the theatre
continued to grow and would spread further into Wales as
towns expanded in size.

Task 7 – Read the information and answer the questions below:
1. Why did people like going to plays?
2. Why did puritans not like the theatre?
3. Why did the authorities not like the theatre?

Task 8 - Essay
Essay Question –

What were the most popular types of entertainment in
Elizabethan times?
Try and write an answer to this question by following these tips:
•

Write about what rich and poor people liked to do for entertainment

•

Write about cruel sports

•

Write about the theatre – describe it in three sentences.

•

Write about what puritans and the authorities thought about the
theatre

•

Finish by answering the question – what do you think was the most
popular entertainment? Cruel sports or the theatre? Can you explain
why?

