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Join, shop and raise money
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your
annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for Bradfields Academy?
1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bradfieldsacademy and join for
free.
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start
shopping.
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no
extra cost whatsoever!

Support Bradfields PTFA with Medway Lottery, and
you could win up to £25,000
https://www.medwaylottery.co.uk/support/bradfields-ptfa
Could you #MakeALottoDifference to our good cause? The Bradfields PTFA have joined
Medway Lottery to raise money, to provide equipment, events and other resources for the
students at Bradfields Academy!
50% of all sales made in support of our cause come directly to us!
It’s a fun, easy way you can support us from just £1 a week. There is even the chance to WIN
prizes up to the £25,000 jackpot!

Join Amazon Smile and donate to Bradfields PTFA
1. Visit https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1162998-0 or search for Bradfields Ptfa
2. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.co.uk to make it even easier to return and start your
shopping at AmazonSmile
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Co-op Community Cause
We are also part of the Co-op Local Community Fund for this year to raise money for
a converted vending machine that will be filled with reading books.
Visit the Co-op Causes website to find out more: https://membership.coop.co.uk/
causes/64862
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Message from
the Principal

Welcome to our Spring newsletter
Can I start by wishing you all a very Happy New Year, albeit a little late!
In November we were able to come together with parents/carers, students and staff for
our annual Certificate Presentation. This was a lovely evening and I would like to say how
proud we all are of the fantastic achievements of our wonderful students.
A group of students were also presented with a subject award trophy. These are in
recognition of students who have made a significant contribution within a particular subject
area during the past year. Well done to you all!
The autumn term is always full of lovely events and it was great that we were able to bring
these back this year. As you can see throughout this newsletter, everyone participated and
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It was pleasing to see audience participation return once
again.
Please follow this link: https://bit.ly/3fq8r4M to watch the Christmas concert. I am sure you
will agree the performances were enthusiastic and impressive.

Curriculum Academic
Review Day
It is usual throughout the academic year to hold two Curriculum Academic Review Days
where parents and carers can book appointments to review academic progress with the
teaching staff.
The first of these days will be on Tuesday 1st February 2022.
Due to recent Government advice the event will once again be online. Our booking system
has an online video conference facility. Parents and carers will book an appointment with
staff and then login to the app at that time. The app will then connect them with the
teacher for their appointment and then cut off at the end moving to the next appointment.
You will be able to book a longer appointment with any member of staff that teaches the
students more than one subject.
Bookings to see staff will be done through the electronic booking system. This is available
through the School Gateway App or via this link: bradfields.schoolcloud.co.uk/.
If you book an appointment and then know that you cannot make it, please let the
Admin Team know by telephoning the academy giving as much notice as possible so the
appointment slot can be reallocated. Even if this is on the day of the event it is better to
know than not.
The appointments will be a good opportunity to discuss:

I am very pleased to announce that the ground work has started in preparation for our new
building, with very little impact on our day to day running. We will keep you informed of
building progress via social media posts.
Can I finish by reminding you to regularly check your emails,
our website and the SchoolGateway App for all letters and
communications, and also of the importance of keeping us
informed of any change in contact details, particularly in
the case of an emergency.

Progress made.
Current achievements.
What the student needs to do to ensure further success.
As usual the academy is closed to all students on this
day.

From previous feedback I understand that this format was
very popular with the vast majority of parents. I am aware
of a few who found this quite uncomfortable and a bit of
a challenge. Should you be unable to access this format
of parental meeting then please contact the academy to
arrange a telephone conversation with staff. This, of course
may not be on the day of the event.

Remember, spring is on its way and we will soon see the new
green shoots and bright flowers to cheer us all up.

Marie Sweetlove
Principal
6

•
•
•
•

Should you have any questions about this event or need
support in booking on the system then please do not
hesitate to contact the Academy Admin Team who will
guide you through the process.

David Waters
Vice Principal
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For the first time in almost 2 years, Fortis Trust opened the doors of Bradfields Academy to an eager
audience in need of some musical theatre.
The evening was part of Music Theatre International’s “All Together Now!”, which was
a global event celebrating local theatre. We were one of over 1600 schools and
theatre groups to put on a production of this unique show.
A team of over 30 staff and 6th Form students came together to perform 15
songs from MTI’s best loved shows. These included Beauty and the Beast,
Annie, Disney’s Newsies, Once on This Island, Little Shop of Horrors, Mary
Poppins and Hairspray.
As well as on stage, we had a great team of staff doing front of house,
refreshments, tech and backstage roles. It’s true that these shows really
wouldn’t be possible without the dedication and professionalism of the
behind the scenes crew.
Some of our team were also included in a special video from MTI about what
theatre means to the world. Our segment was nestled between Broadway legend
Harvey Fierstein and the late, great Stephen Sondheim. Talk about an incredible
honour!
The audience were full of praise for the show and many said how happy they were to see everyone
back on stage and celebrating what they love. For some of the performers, it was their first time on stage
and it’s safe to say, they’ve caught the theatre bug!
I think the evening was summarised in one word perfectly when someone said it was “needed”.
We are so happy that live Arts are back at Fortis Trust and you can be sure that there is plenty more to come!
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Nucleus Arts Exhibition
In November, students from Bradfields showcased their fantastic artwork at the Nucleus Arts Centre
in Chatham. The exhibition ran for 2 weeks and included work from students in Primary through
to Year 14.
The exhibition was amazing and was enjoyed by parents, careers, students, staff and the
local community. We would like thank everyone who came to support our exhibition and
we hope to see you there again in 2023.
Here are some of their comments:

“Wow - fantastic art, well done to you all. I’m
blown away with how talented you all are”
“What a delight to return and see the fantastic artwork
that continues to be so fundamental to this outstanding
academy…and truly brilliant staff”
“What a fantastic presentation of the talented artists
attending Bradfields Academy. Well done”
“Congratulations – what a glorious show!
What talent!”
“What a wonderful blast of colour and
imagination – a rewarding exhibition. I
wanted to steal a pizza for my lunch!”
“I LOVE IT”

10
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Goodbyes!

At the end of Term 2, we also said goodbye to Miss King and during Term 3, we said goodbye
to Miss Turke.

On the last day of Term 2, we said goodbye to two long standing members of staff, Miss
Bradbrook and Miss Zarkowska.

Miss King
Miss King started at Bradfields as part of the
Humanities Department, teaching Geography.
She was also a Form Tutor for a Yellow Zone class.

Miss Bradbrook
Miss Bradbrook started her time at Bradfields
Academy in 2012, as an Assistant Principal
in the Yellow Zone. Her joy and energy was a
perfect match for the students and she was an
immediate hit with all of the students.

Miss King developed her role and became an
ESL for the Maple Community, and a Form Tutor
for a Key Stage 3 Maple class.
We wish Miss King the best of luck with her new
venture.

Miss Bradbrook continued to develop her role
and became the Assistant Principal for the Birch
and Oak Communities. She also taught PE, and
this only made her love and passion for teaching
more obvious, with her Duracell bunny energy
and positivity.
We will miss Miss Bradbrook dearly and we hope
that she enjoys her new role at a new school!

Miss Zarkowska
Miss Zarkowska joined Bradfields Academy
16 years ago, and became a member of the
Senior Leadership Team, as an Assistant Head
for Fieldview. This provision then extended to
become the Blue Zone, which later expanded
from one building to three. She helped oversee
the build of the Middle Blue building and the
expansion of the Yellow Zone building which now
includes Primary. She finished at Bradfields as an
Assistant Principal of the Pine, Maple and Primary
communities.
Miss Zarkowska’s energy and positivity was
infectious and she was a joy to work with
throughout the academy!

Miss Turke
Miss Turke was a Teaching Assistant at Bradfields
Academy, who worked across every community.
Throughout her time, she worked extensively
in the Primary community before moving onto
working with Ms Byrne’s tutor group and Mr
Hughes’ Drama and Performing Arts classes.
Miss Turke has been a pillar to the Bradfields
community. You will have seen her at many of
the performances, helping students and staff
during the shows.
We wish her the best of luck in her new role.

We will miss Miss Zarkowska dearly and we wish
her the best of luck in her new business venture!
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Remembrance Service
On 11th November, Bradfields came together to mark Remembrance Day.
The whole academy met on Russell Square to listen to speeches and poetry from the Head
Students. After an introduction and welcome from Mrs Halton, our Head Girl spoke about
meeting together to have the 2 minutes silence to remember all the people who had lost
their lives through conflict.
Our Head Boy continued and spoke movingly about the lives of soldiers that were cut short
and the experiences they went through during the First World War.
Finally, we heard a poem which lead into the 2 minutes silence observed by the whole
academy.

January 2022

Christingle and Nativity
Students and staff across the academy joined to
celebrate Christmas.
Staff from Maple Community supported students in
their live performance of the Nativity.
Birch Community shared in the festive fun and
participated in performances of poems, songs
and dances. This also gave some staff and students
another way of saying goodbye to Miss Bradbrook
and thanking her for her time at the Bradfields.
Revd Andrew Vaughan, Associate Vicar from St Philip and St James Church, joined us for
our Christmas celebration and brought with him a special friend to tell students from Year
7 about the Christingle. Year 7 students were able to hold their Christingle and share in
some candlelight and carols. Staff and Lead 6th form students supported the Year 7s in this
activity.

14
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Christmas
Concert
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January 2022
On December 14th, Bradfields put on its annual Christmas concerts. Although there was
no evening show and numbers were limited, the live concerts still gave their audiences a
festive, fun and very enjoyable experience. This was due to the wonderful performances
by the students involved.
The concerts were hosted by our Head Girl.
Year 10s Kerry, Trina, Adil, Hayden and Vinnie
opened the show with ‘Tainted Love’ and
there was the traditional end to the concert
by the students from the Maple Community
signing ‘Well I Wish It Could Be Christmas Every
Day’. In between them, audiences were
treated to ‘Wonderwall’, ‘Last Christmas‘,
sung by Esha, ‘All I want for Christmas’ and
‘Merry Christmas Everybody’ by the academy
band, Bradbeats.
The most talked about performance of the
concerts was the drum-off between two
students, a first at Bradfields and one that
thrilled the crowds.
Although the students did not get the
audiences their performances deserved,
they were able to share them via a recorded
showing on the Thursday morning. At the time of writing, we are hoping to be able to put a
recording out to parents, carers and families of those involved. We will be in touch.
Thank you for the support of the ICT Team, Sid, Sam and Tyler, the Site Team, the students
who put up the stage and for all that he does each and every year, Mr Hughes.

We look forward
to welcoming you
back for a festive
celebration next
Christmas.
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Birch Community had a fantastic time during their last week of the Christmas term and took
part in a range of festive inspired activities.
One of the highlights of the week was a very special visit from Santa himself! Students took
turns to meet Santa in his Christmas grotto.

Last term, the Pine community had a lot of fun creating Christmas decorations, making
melting snowman, and Gingerbread man. We also took part in many fun activities. We
shared a delicious Christmas dinner together. Even Santa visited us!
Mrs Theodosi’s class went for a trip to Kent Life. They had opportunity to see lots of animals
such as pigs, sheep, owls and cute alpacas.

Christmas
Across the
Communities
18

Maple Community have been very busy in the weeks leading up to Christmas. They made
some colourful and imaginative table decorations, took part in the Christingle service by
creating their own Christingles and lighting them.
On the last day of term they had an unexpected visit from the Grinch!
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Our sixth form students have been enjoying the festive season and the fact that we could
get together and do more things this year. Staff and students engaged in Christmas Jumper
Day, for which we all donned our festive apparel in order to raise cash for the Save the
Children charity.
Many of our sixth form students have been working hard in their Enterprise lessons to create
items to sell for the Christmas; these ranged from decorations, mugs and even calendars.
The students set up a stall on the final day of term and sold these items to their peers.

January 2022

STEAM Club
Our budding scientists have been busy these past few terms. A number of students across all
key stages have been participating in STEAM club (a club relating to Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Maths).
Some of these activities have included: setting off water rockets, using cars and ramps,
building bridges, rock painting and using separation techniques to solve crimes.
These activities are designed to inspire students through topics they would not normally
cover in their curriculum and so generating a natural curiosity. It has also encouraged group
work with peers they would not normally work with but, most of all, it has been great fun!

20
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History Trip to the Trenches
On the 1st December 2021, 9A went on a history trip as part of their class studies with Mrs Hitchings, Miss Malhotra and Thomas, who is undertaking work experience in the
Humanities Department.
We went to Kent County Showground to visit some replica WW1 trenches and were shown around by Andy Robertshaw. Andy has built the trenches using his experience
of working on films such as “Warhorse” and “1917”. He first showed us a dugout where soldiers would eat and rest. It was very dark and lit by candles but there was a
lovely warm heater in the corner that he said soldiers would have taken from derelict French farmhouses.
One of us volunteered to dress up as a “Tommy” and put on some uniform including a jacket and then had to carry equipment like a trench shovel and gun. We
looked at where the soldiers would have slept and what they would have eaten - bully beef, which we know as corned beef but the French nicknamed monkey
meat because they thought it couldn’t possibly be from a cow!
We then had our lunch on the benches in the dugout, which was very authentic!
In the afternoon, we went down to the trenches where Andy told us about a typical day in the life of a soldier and how overall it could be quite boring. He told us
that a First World War veteran he had met many years before had described his experiences as 90% boring, 9 % freezing and 1 % terrifying.
Next, Andy showed us the latrines (toilets) which were very exposed and didn’t impress the students! He also described latrine duty where soldiers wore a yellow
armband and had to empty the dirty toilet bucket into a shell hole in no-man’s land. We then had a tour of the trenches and explored things like the fire step (where
you would stand up and shoot your enemy) and the trench periscope (to spy on your enemy without getting shot) and learned about what to do in a gas attack. It
was a fantastic day - we learnt so much from Andy who was a brilliant guide and it was amazing to walk through the trenches and see and touch all the artefacts.
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Virtual Work Experience in
Construction

Work Experience
Enterprise Group

Some of the on-site Work Experience students were given an opportunity to join a Virtual
Work Experience run in conjunction with ThinkForward and Multiplex, a leading global
construction company. The sessions were run weekly over 6 weeks and then the students
presented their own designs using the information that they had learnt. The course covered
a variety of topics ranging from Community, Design and Engineering, to Safety and the
Environment. The students would participate in the 1 hour virtual session and then spend
the rest of the day consolidating what they had learnt and then started to think about their
own building project. The students were able to design their own house in any way that
they wished and some students used Minecraft, others Lego and some stayed with floor
plan designs.

As we reported in the last newsletter we have been working towards setting up a Bradfields
Enterprise Venture with Sixth Form students who are unable to secure an off-site placement.
Up until Christmas, the students were creating products, with the support and guidance
of staff, which they had intended to sell to the public at Christmas. Due to unforeseen
circumstances, the 2 planned Christmas Sales were not able to go ahead so we sold to
the students on site in the last week of term. In this way, we were able to sell some of the
products that the students had worked hard to create. As a group, we also designed,
created and sold Calendars via the school gateway which worked well, though we do still
have a few spare if you need one!
Below are some pictures of products that were created for Christmas.

At the end of the program each student presented what they had created and outlined what
they had learnt, enjoyed and found challenging to the staff at Multiplex and ThinkForward
and other students participating in the sessions.

The students are now thinking about what they could create and hopefully we will be able
to support them in creating a number of small enterprise projects, focusing on the students’
interests and skills.

The students did amazingly well and this was mentioned in an email to Bradfields staff
where they said ‘We were all blown away by their creations during the final session: the
presentations had great insights about what the students found difficult, what they most
enjoyed and what they learnt.’
Well done to all the students and staff who joined in the Virtual Construction sessions – here
are some of their designs.
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Clubs
We are very pleased to be able to offer the after-hours clubs below.

At the end of Term 2, KS4 and 5 Maple had the opportunity to visit Mid Kent College to
watch their pantomime production of ‘Sleeping Beauty’

“Oh no, they didn’t!”
Students got to witness the College’s Performing Arts cohort take on a classic tale that was
full of twists and excitement. The story followed Princess Aurora and her journey as she fell
into a deep sleep at the hands of the Evil Fairy. Whilst trying to save her, her family also end
up trapped in the dreamland, trying to find a way of escaping whilst saving their daughter.
Maple students loved the production and had lots of positive feedback:

For further information, please contact the member of staff listed.

Breakfast Club:

Opening Times: 8:00am–8:45am (Monday to Friday)
Contact: Mrs Pattinson - amanda.pattinson@fortistrust.co.uk

Bradfields Twilight Club:

Day: Monday 3.20pm – 5.30pm
Cost: £7.50 per session
Contact: Mr Marinelli - bruno.marinelli@fortistrust.co.uk

BushKraft Club:

Day: Tuesday 3.20 – 4.45pm
Cost: £5.00 per session
Contact email: bushkraft.org@gmail.com Contact telephone: 07941327033

“I liked the costumes; they were really
shiny.”
“I liked the songs because I could dance
along.”
“The Dame was my
favourite character
because she was really
funny and silly.”

Football Club:

Day: Wednesday 3.20pm – 4.30pm
Cost: none
Contact: Mrs Hughes - elizabeth.hughes@fortistrust.co.uk

Multi-Sports Club:

Day: Thursday 3.20 – 4.30pm
Cost: none
Contact: Mrs Hughes - elizabeth.hughes@fortistrust.co.uk

Guides and Rangers:

Days: Thursday (Guides) / Friday (Rangers) 3.20pm - 5.00pm
Cost: £10 per term
Contact: Mrs Brook - margaret.brook@fortistrust.co.uk

To find out more about the clubs we offer, please visit our website:

https://www.bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/clubs
26
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Term Dates
2021-2022

Attendance & Punctuality

Term

Open

Close

Attendance and punctuality are monitored very closely at Bradfields Academy because
we fully understand the link to attainment. If students are maintaining an attendance level
above 96%, then they have the best possible chance of achieving their full potential.

1

Thurs 2nd Sept 2021

Fri 22nd Oct 2021

Students should have no more than 7 days absence over the course of the year in order to
maintain attendance above this level.

2

Mon 8th Nov 2021

Fri 17th Dec 2021 (1pm)

3

Weds 5th Jan 2022

Fri 11th Feb 2022

Making sure your child is on time for school.
Being punctual for school means making sure your child is at Bradfields and ready to learn
before morning (AM) Registration, which is 08:50am.
Did you know that being late 15 minutes every day is the same as missing 2 whole weeks of
school over a full academic year.

4

Tues 22nd Feb 2022

Fri 1st April 2022

5

Tues 19th April 2022

Fri 27th May 2022

Being late doesn’t only affect the student concerned, it disrupts others in the class as well
as the teachers trying to teach a lesson.
However, if you do think you are going to be late, please don’t keep your child off school
for the rest of the day. Being late and in school is better than being absent and missing out.

(Nb. Early May Bank Holiday is on Monday 2nd May 2022 - Academy is closed on this day)
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Weds 8th June 2022

Fri 22nd July 2022 (1pm finish)

Training Days (Academy closed to students)
Mon 1st Sept 2021
Fri 5th Nov 2021
Tues 4th Jan 2022
Mon 21st Feb 2022
Tues 7th June 2022
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How absences add up!

Attendance During One
School Year

Equals =
Days Absent

100%
96%
95%
90%
85%
80%
75%
70%
65%

0 Days
7 Days
9 Days
19 Days
29 Days
38 Days
48 Days
57 Days
67 Days

Which means this
number of lessons
missed
0
35
47.5
95
142.5
190
237.5
285
332.6

96% is the MINIMUM attendance
we expect at Bradfields.
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Useful Links
We regularly update our website with the latest information for Parents and Carers. On our
website you will find the latest news, events and important letters sent out to all parents/
carers.
We also have dedicated pages for important information, below we have provided a list of
some of the places where you can find this information.

Latest News:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/latest-news
Letters and Newsletters:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/letters-newsletters
Free School Meals, Dinners and Transport:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/transport-dinners
Uniform:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/uniform
School Gateway:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/school-gateway
Home Learning:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/home-learning
Community Resources (External Sources):
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/community-resources
Best Practice & Advice (External Sources):
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/practices-advice

Bradfields Academy
Churchill Avenue, Chatham, Kent,ME5 0LB
Tel: 01634 683990
Email: office@bradfieldsacademy.co.uk
Website: www.bradfieldsacademy.co.uk
Website: www.fortistrust.co.uk

