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Find Us Online
Fortis Trust and the schools/academies & partner businesses under its umbrella can be found
across various websites and social media sites.

Get liking, following and subscribing!
Website
www.fortistrust.co.uk
Twitter
www.twitter.co.uk/FortisTrust
LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fortistrust
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/

Website
www.bradfieldsacademy.co.uk
Facebook
www.facebook.com/BradfieldsAcademy
LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bradfields-academy

Website
www.forward2employment.co.uk
Facebook
www.facebook.com/Forward2Employment
Twitter
www.twitter.com/Forward2Employ
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/
LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/forward2employment
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Term Dates
2021-2022

Term

Open

Close

1

* Thurs 2nd Sept 2021

Fri 22nd Oct 2021

2

Mon 8th Nov 2021

Fri 17th Dec 2021 (1pm)

3

Weds 5th Jan 2022

Fri 11th Feb 2022

4

Tues 22nd Feb 2022

Fri 1st April 2022

5

Tues 19th April 2022

Fri 27th May 2022

(Nb. Early May Bank Holiday is on Monday 2nd May 2022 - Academy is closed on this day)

6

Weds 8th June 2022

Fri 22nd July 2022 (1pm finish)

Training Days (Academy closed to students)
Mon 1st Sept 2021
Fri 5th Nov 2021
Tues 4th Jan 2022
Mon 21st Feb 2022
Tues 7th June 2022

* Please note:

Thursday 2nd September 2021 - All New Year 7 students and Primary new starters only to
attend for transition activities.
Friday 3rd September 2021 - New Year 7, Year 10, Year 12 students to attend and follow the
normal timetable. Primary new starters to attend.
Monday 6th September 2021 - All students to return to the academy for Term 1.
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Message from
the Principal

July 2021

Welcome to our end of year newsletter,
This academic year has posed many challenges with the impact of Covid-19; isolations and
an interruptions to learning, however, it is also important to remember the positives. Our
community has not just survived, but have worked hard to continue to ensure that students
thrive. Students have shown real strength of character, high levels of resilience and have
taken personal responsibility to help keep themselves and others safe.
As you will see in this newsletter, the students have been very busy engaging in much
needed fundraising activities, community activities such as Sign2Sing and the work of all to
support students to prepare for transition. I am very proud of their ability to take an active
role in supporting their community, their resilience and their determination to be successful
despite challenges they have faced this year.
I would like to thank all parents and carers for your support and understanding, you have
been vital in supporting your child’s continued engagement in remote learning and life skills
challenges.
We have had many exciting developments on site, with new classrooms and a therapy
suite and work underway towards a larger 2 story new build, which we hope will be ready
for September 2022. We have also welcomed Jenson, our new therapy dog, who will
be supporting students with their emotional wellbeing, confidence, teamwork skills and
understanding of pet care.
We have said our goodbyes to our students who have left
Bradfields this year to progress to college or the world of
work. This year’s Leavers Day celebrations due to Covid-19
looked a little different from normal, however, all students
had a great day albeit an emotional one.
I hope you will all have a good summer break, especially
after all the restrictions and inconveniences everyone has
endured over the past 18 months. I hope that September
will bring a much less interrupted educational experience.
Please continue to check your emails regularly prior to the
new term starting, as I will continue to keep parents/carers
updated as guidance is released from the government.
Please follow us on Facebook to receive regular updates
Thank you all for your ongoing support.

Marie Sweetlove
Principal
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Fundraising
Due to Covid and the ever changing situation that the staff and students have endured over
the past 18 months it has been more important than ever that we support those in need.
Although times are difficult, we have still managed to raise a huge amount for charities
across the country.
Here are some other totals raised this academic year:
Jeans for Genes Day: £410.00
MacMillan Coffee Morning: £104.25
Wear it Pink: £240.35
Children in Need: £474.41
Red Nose Day: £437.62
Sign2Sing: £29
NSPCC Number Afternoon: £180
Rainbow Day: £147
Masked Singer: £148
This is grand total of £2,170.63.
This is an amazing total and we honestly could not have done it without all of your help and
support.
The last 18 months have been incredibly tough for all of us, but we are so proud of how our
students have managed. As parents and carers, you have also had your lives turned upside
down, and we are so grateful for all of your efforts at home.
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NSPCC Number Afternoon
On Monday 21st June the whole academy
took part in an afternoon of maths activities
to support the NSPCC.
Number day is a great way of making maths
fun and the whole academy made sure
that there was a positive “can do” attitude
towards all the activities that took place
during the afternoon.
There were a lot of fun based activities
that were organised by staff in the Maths
department. This included classroom based
activities such as Mathopoly, snakes and
ladders, battle dice and maths bingo.
There were also prizes up for grabs, with guess the number of sweets on the jar. Each
community had a jar of sweets and classes had to guess how many were in the jar. The
class who guessed the closest number would win the jar.
The winners from each community were:
Primary – Tiger class guessing 85. There were
84 sweets in the jar.
Complex community – RT guessing 72. There
were 83 sweets in the jar.
Programmes community – CK guessing 65.
There were 103 sweets in the jar.
Key stage 3 community – GK guessing 77.
There were 84 sweets in the jar.
Key stage 4 community – VB guessing 96.
There were 97 sweets in the jar.
Sixth form community – SM guessing 99. There
were 113 sweets in the jar.

Well done to all staff and students for taking part and
raising money for a worthwhile cause.
We raised £180
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Sign2Sing
2021
8
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This year for Sign2sing it was a little bit different, like most people around the world we had
to adapt to make sure we could all have fun together. On Wednesday, 3rd March, instead
of being in the assembly hall we either took part in our classrooms or on Teams, at home. It
was wonderful to see so many of you joining in, we have taken part in this event for several
years now and seeing you all using British Sign Language was just amazing. Keep up the
great work, as you are all brilliant at signing.
Sign2sing is a fundraising event, raising money to transform the lives of Deaf children and
adults. Thank you for your donations, by supporting this event you will be helping SignHealth
to give vulnerable deaf children a brighter and healthier future.

We raised £29!
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Thank a
Teacher
Day
10
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Wednesday 23rd June saw the academy join in the celebrations for Thank a Teacher Day.
This national day celebrated the hard work and dedication of all staff that work in schools
and colleges up and down the country.
This year has been a particularly challenging time in schools, trying to provide the best
education for the students whilst at the same time trying to keep everyone safe, so it was
nice to be able to celebrate all the positives we have achieved and recognise what a
great job everyone has done.
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Rainbow Day
On Friday 9th July staff and Students dressed in every colour of the rainbow in support of The
Medway Hospital Charity to celebrate the Birthday of the NHS.
As well as saying a well deserved thank you to all the front line staff who have helped so
many during the pandemic, we raised much need funds to support the staff and families at
the Medway Maritime Hospital. It was a colourful day and students also had the opportunity
to say thank you to the staff who operated our testing centre on site and have done so
much to keep students and staff safe throughout.

Happy Birthday NHS and Thank You!
We raised £147!
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Elephant Pirates
This term, Elephant Class has been thinking and learning about ‘Treasure Island!’
We started the topic thinking about what we all know about treasure islands and shared
the information with our friends.
“Pirates find treasure on an island.” “Pirates are bad and they are on a ship. It has big sails,
and a ‘Jolly Roger’ flag.” “Pirates are bad guys.”
We learnt about Pirate myths: pirates didn’t make people walk the plank, they “threw them
in the water” and “some pirates were ladies.”
In numbers, we learnt about size, we compared parrots and then designed and made
parrots.
We ordered parrots from biggest to smallest.
We made our own pirate bandanas and decorated them with repeating patterns.

We changed the words in ‘Sam Elios’ poem ‘A Pirates Life’ to create our own poems
Verse 1 – Sam
Pirates are scary,
Pirates are crazy,
Pirates are evil,
Their teeth are green.
Verse 2 – Toby T
The ship is big,
The ship is huge,
The ship is monstrous,
The pirates are funny.
Verse 3 – Ralph
The parrot can dance,
The parrot can swim,
The parrot can fly,
It likes to flap.
Verse 4 - Harri
The treasure is jolly,
The treasure is jolly,
The treasure is shiny,
The treasure’s mine!
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Class CK Set Sail
This term has been really busy for
Class CK. We have been learning to
cross the road safely using a Zebra
crossing. The students did a great
job looking both ways and listening
before they crossed and even
avoided Miss Andrews and Miss Ives
who were pretending to be cars.
We also took advantage of the huge
amounts of rain we had this term by
using a big puddle to learn about
floating and sinking. The students
each made their own boat out of
scrap materials and put them in the
puddle to see if they managed to
float. We even managed to hold a
race!
In English we explored the story of
Jack and the Beanstalk and the
students had the opportunity to
make their own props to retell the story. Some students made paper beanstalks, some used
play-doh and some used Lego. They did really well, especially with shouting Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum!

14

July 2021

The Arts Showcase
We all know about the restrictions
in place this year for live
performances, despite this, the
Arts Department at Bradfields
Academy were determined to
showcase the brilliance of their
students with everyone else.
Through the efforts of Miss Hall,
Mr Newlyn, Miss Hodsall and Mr
Hughes 4 exciting episodes of
the Arts Showcase have been
enjoyed by everyone at Bradfields
Academy in the form of a “bingeworthy box-set” on Teams.
Within the showcase, audiences enjoyed
musical performances from soloists and
groups studing BTEC Performing Arts and Entry
Level Music. There was even a traditional
Tony Hart inspired gallery of work from KS3+4
students studying Art and Photography.
A particular highlight was seeing the group of
Year 11 BTEC Performing Arts ladies perform
All That Jazz from the musical Chicago. The
confidence and attitude displayed through
the Bob Fosse inspired dancing combined with
Esha’s characterful singing voice to create a
truly impressive performance.
We want to say a big well done to all of the
students who took part and a big thank you to
the staff who supported them along the way.
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Key Stage 3
Transition
Trip to
Capstone
Park
16

July 2021
To support Year 9 students who are transitioning into a new tutor group, alongside their year
10 peers, students visited Capstone Country Park and took part in a range of team building
activities.
This was an opportunity for students to enjoy the great outdoors and develop friendships.
The trip helped increase awareness of local outdoor activities, such as woodland walking,
tree etchings and orienteering.
When asked what their highlights of the day was, students said:
• “Feeding the baby swans”
• “Good teamwork”
• “The staff made it a fun day”
• “Spending time with my friends from Year 9 and Year 10”
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Exciting
Student
Council
News
18
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Over the years, student council have brought with them a number of requests for a therapy
dog. We are now in a position to announce that as of the end of this term we will be
welcoming Jenson to our team.
Jenson lives with Mrs Fitzson and has been training for the last year with Pawsitive to become
a therapy dog.
Jenson will help students to feel safe, calm and happy. He will listen to stories in students’
lessons, have cuddles, strokes and play fetch.
From September, he may work directly with students in a more therapeutic environment
conducting canine-assisted programmes. These aim to help students develop understanding
about their emotions, build confidence and teamwork skills, understand pet care, and most
importantly, have fun!
Jenson may come into contact with all students or be in your child’s classroom. If your child
has any allergies or a fear of dogs, then please let us know via email: office@fortistrust.co.uk.
If your child will be working directly with Jenson a further consent form will be sent to you.
We look forward to welcoming Jenson into the Academy and working with him in the future.
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Leavers
2021

20
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We were delighted to invite our Leavers back to the academy to say goodbye, have a
meal with their peers and attend a virtual celebration assembly.
We would like to send our appreciation to the excellent catering team at Food2Eat for
providing the food for the lunches as well as The Bubble Waffle Company for providing
delicious desserts.
We hope all of these students enjoyed their time with us but also that their best days are
ahead of them. They have been a credit to the academy and we are immensely proud of
all of them.
It was great to see them and wish them well on their adventures beyond Bradfields.
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On Friday 16th July, Bradfields Academy enjoyed their first ever Live Streamed Musical
Event; The Masked Singer. This event was created to raise awareness and money for the
Theatre Support Fund+.
“The Theatre Support Fund+ was set up in May 2020 by Chris Marcus and Damien Stanton,
two friends who work within the theatre industry as a direct response to the Coronavirus
Pandemic. Working alongside Acting for Others and The Fleabag Support Fund their ‘The
Show Must Go On!’ Campaign is raising much needed funds for the theatre community. The
theatre industry in the UK employs over 270,000 people many of whom have been unable
to receive any kind of support from the UK Government during the pandemic.” - The Theatre
Support Fund+
A total of 28 students and staff from Bradfields
Academy hid behind masks and performed
popular songs while a team of dedicated
crew (also Bradfields staff and students)
worked tirelessly to stage this unique event.
Special credit must got to Miss McCormick
for her expert sound recording and editing
skills. This enabled the event to be the true
spectacle it was.
Thanks also go to ICT Support for their
technical wizardry, Mr Hughes for his lighting
and direction and to Miss Turke and Millie
for supporting the performers and being
excellent runners.
At the time of the event, Bradfields Masked Singer had raised over £148 in aid of the Theatre
Support Fund+.
We want to thank everyone who performed, contributed and donated to this very worthy
cause and helped us to support those who inspire us in so much that we do.
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New
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Bradfields Academy
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We have some exciting projects happening at Bradfields this term. The old therapy mobile
which had come to the end of it’s useful life has been totally demolished and we have a
beautiful new modular building in it’s place. Work is underway to complete it by the end of
term and to landscape the ground around it to make it into an area that students will enjoy.
Our Primary community is very popular and growing fast, we also have a new building currently under construction giving us two new classrooms which will be used from September
for the Primary students. The new rooms are light, spacious and modern.
We are really looking forward to September when both of these buildings will be able to be
fully used, look out for more photos and updates next time.
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Careers of the Week and
Careers Assemblies

At the beginning of Term 5 we introduced “Career of the Week” and the students were
given the opportunity to find out more about that particular career in form time. We have
been lucky to have a number of people who have been happy to share their personal
career journey.
We have had talks by:
• A Police Constable from the Metropolitan Police who is currently stationed In Westminster.
• A Dog Walker and 2 of her dogs.
• A Personal Trainer.
• Dayle Rodriguez from Amakari Accountancy about his journey to owning his own
business.
• Sam McNally from Meccanico & Mack Interiors about his journey to becoming an
architect from leaving school with no qualifications.
• Tyler Blake, ICT Technician Apprentice.
• Linda Cloke from Social Media Management about working in social media.
• Gerald Bailey from Frogman FM Handyman service about working as a handy man.
Upcoming talks will be given by:
• Vanessa Vajan, swim coach.
• David Findley from Chartwells, who supply the wonderful school dinners.
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Cygnet Group
We are very pleased to be able to offer the Cygnet programme again from September
2021. This is a six week course about parenting children with a diagnosis of autism. Previous
groups have found it really helpful – not only to learn new skills but to develop their support
network too.
Due to COVID-19, the group will take place in the Gillingham Hub, details to follow.
As very few places offer this course, we have already had a lot of external interest. Therefore,
if you would like to join please email me on emma.davies@fortistrust.co.uk as soon as
possible, so that we can add you to the list and provide more details.
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Leading Parent
Partnership Award

Having been successful in securing the Leading Parent Partnership Award (LPPA) over the
last six years, it is now time to renew our award with another assessment.
The LPPA considers many ways in which Bradfields Academy works with and supports our
parents and carers. The assessment is due in December 2021 and we will update you as we
progress and gather evidence.

Should you wish to be involved in this process then please do make contact. We are keen
to hear about any examples that you would like to share which celebrate our working with
you, particularly through lockdown. Similarly, if you would like Bradfields to work with you in
a different way we are happy to discuss this further with you.
Please email any thoughts or comments to emma.davies@fortistrust.co.uk
I look forward to working with you all.
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Attendance & Punctuality
Attendance and punctuality are monitored very closely at Bradfields Academy because
we fully understand the link to attainment. If students are maintaining an attendance
level above 96%, then they have the best possible chance of achieving their full potential.
Students should have no more than 7 days absence over the course of the year in order to
maintain attendance above this level.

Making sure your child is on time for school.
Being punctual for school means making sure your child is at Bradfields and ready to learn
before morning (AM) Registration, which is 08:50am.
There are many ways to ensure your child is on time, from making sure their school bags
are packed the night before to making sure they get up with plenty of time to eat and get
ready.
Lost minutes mean lost learning. Did you know that being late 15 minutes every day is the
same as missing 2 whole weeks of school over a full academic year. You would think that
a few minutes here and there shouldn’t matter but every minute counts and that lost time
all adds up.
Being late doesn’t only affect the student concerned, it disrupts others in the class as well
as the teachers trying to teach a lesson.
However, if you do think you are going to be late, please don’t keep your child off school
for the rest of the day. Being late and in school is better than being absent and missing out.

Students who were regularly late said:“I feel embarrassed, everyone looks at me.”
“I don’t know what to do when everyone has started work.”
“I miss my friends and they miss me.”
“I don’t want my parents to get into trouble.”

29

Bradfields Academy

How absences add up!
Attendance During One
School Year

Equals =
Days Absent

100%
96%
95%
90%
85%
80%
75%
70%
65%

0 Days
7 Days
9 Days
19 Days
29 Days
38 Days
48 Days
57 Days
67 Days

Which means this
number of lessons
missed
0
35
47.5
95
142.5
190
237.5
285
332.6

96% is the MINIMUM attendance
we expect at Bradfields.
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Bradfields Academy Parent,
Teacher & Friends Association
Welcome to the Bradfields Academy Parent Teacher & Friends Association!
As your child is a student of Bradfields Academy, you are automatically a member of our
PTFA… your voice counts!
We are a friendly group of parents, grandparents, and staff members who organise events
to raise money for educational and fun purposes for our children, we also organise out of
school social events too.
So why not join and make an impact on your child’s enjoyment at school?
There are a variety of ways you can help and be involved – from designing a poster, cleaning
up after an event, making tea and coffee, baking cakes, helping out on a stall, etc.
It’s totally flexible
Giving up just 30 minutes of your time to help the PTFA is invaluable. You don’t have to
attend PTFA meetings – you can use our contact details to send in ideas for discussion or let
us know when you might be available to lend a hand.
You’ll feel more connected
Every PTFA event is an opportunity to meet other parents in the same situation as you.
There’s no better way to know what events are being planned, have your say or make new
fundraising suggestions, than by offering your help and support.
We’re not just for Mums!
It’s important to our PTFA, our academy and our children to have dads, grandparents, and
other carers represented on our committee and to help reach out to others, are you a dad
with a skill that would come in useful? Are you a grandparent with a creative flair?
It’s Fun!
See the smiles on your children’s faces and know that you have played a part in making
their academy a little more fun! Making sure they have the resources they need or getting
to go on a memorable trip!
Help plan fun events, socials and get-togethers. Suggest NEW fun ways to raise funds.
Finally
Our children are only at Bradfields for a relatively short time within their lives. PTFA events such
as Discos and other social events will be remembered fondly by our children for a lifetime.
The equipment and resources the PTFA helps fund, make learning even more engaging
and fun. Help us continue to create lasting memories for our children.
Should you wish to join or offer a little of your time up to help then please contact:
Fiona Horton on fiona.horton@fortistrust.co.uk or 01634 683990.
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IXL Maths
All Bradfields students have access to IXL, where they can log onto the program and
practice their maths skills relating to any topic. Students have used IXL at home and at the
Academy and have produced some excellent work.
Some notable whole academy achievements since students have been logging onto IXL
are:
• The Whole Academy have answered a massive 237,052 questions since September!!
• 4681 Maths skills have been mastered since September.
Some notable student achievements include:
• Hatice has answered 7,739 questions
• Marshall has answered 7,822 questions
• Gemma has answered 7,739 questions
Keep up the good work and awards will be handed out by the Maths department in lessons.
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Home Learning
Home Learning provides an opportunity for your child to build on their knowledge, skills and
understanding. Please see the detail below as a reminder of the Home Learning your child
should be completing
Primary: Reading.
KS3: English and maths set home
learning and reading. All other home
learning will be from the Life Skills
Challenges in student planners that
the students can work on throughout
the year at their own pace.
KS4 and KS5: English and maths set
home learning and reading. Students
get additional home learning from their
option subjects which will need to be returned. Students should continue to work through
the Life Skills Challenges within their planners at their own pace completing the skills that
are most relevant to them.
Other points to clarify about the Life Skill Challenges:
• If your son/daughter is not studying that specific subject in the challenges then they do
not need to attempt those parts if they do not want to.
• The students can go through the Life Skills Challenges in any order, as it fits in with them
and their family.
• The Life Skills Challenges will be reviewed at events as listed in the student planners.
• If students wish, they can bring in a photograph of themselves completing Life Skills
Challenges so these achievements can be celebrated in assemblies. Please remember
to record achievements in the student planners.
Further Life Skills for students to work on at home:
•
•
•
•

Talk about crossing the road safely, try this skill with an adult
Use a pedestrian crossing
Talk about making an emergency phone call – 999 and when it is appropriate to do so
Talk about fire safety in the home and your house fire escape routes/procedures

Thank you for your continued support and we hope the students are enjoying their home
learning and the Life Skills Challenges.
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Walking Stories

B

radfields Academy English Department would like to inform you
of a new, healthy and creative initiative that we have been
trialling this term. Students have been going on walks around
the academy; down to our woods; as part of their Travel Training;
or during their independent school travel. When on these walks
they have been really observing the world about them, looking
at everyday objects, signs, people and places in a detailed and
perceptive manner then using all these observations to create,
either verbal or written, the most amazing stories from their
wonderful imaginations.

We call these our Walking Stories and often we
actually verbally create our stories as a class
as we walk, each adding a new section,
frequently creating hilarious and innovative
ideas, characters and events. Walking
Stories are a wonderful way to encourage
Green Travel and Healthy Living through walking
more, along with the added bonus of sparking
imagination and a greater awareness of the
environments we pass through every single
day without even noticing them.

It is also great fun!!!!

We would love it if you could try creating your own Walking Stories whilst out and about
every day and what would be even better is if you can tell us all about them when you do.
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Releasing Stress
After the
Academy Day

35
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We understand that your children can behave very differently at home compared to school.
We may know a young person to be quiet, compliant and helpful and you may know them
as being physically or verbally aggressive. Just because the behaviour occurs at home, it
does not necessarily mean that home is the trigger. Children may find school very stressful
but can keep their emotions locked up until they get home. For some the timetable of
the school day provides enough structure and routine to help contain any anxiety or stress
whilst they are here.
Recently, I have spoken to a number of families who felt that if they shared their home
experiences, they would not be believed. I would like to assure all of our parents / carers
that we are here to help and not to judge. If you speak to us we may be able to offer
strategies, invite you to join our Cygnet programme, work with you one to one or make an
appropriate referral which may include the Learning Disabilities Nurses who can work with
you at home.

If your child appears to release stress straight after school, it might be beneficial to set aside
a period of time for them to calm down, giving them time alone and providing an activity
which they find relaxing e.g. listening to music or watching television. Some particularly like
lights such as a bubble tube, lava lamp or spinning lamp.
If your child is physical in their frustration e.g. kicking or hitting – providing a trampoline,
punch bag or letting them run around the garden might help.
Your child may benefit from a visual timetable at home, as it will make the environment
more predictable. This could just be now and next, or could include longer periods.
(National Autistic Society, 2017)
We are here to help, if there is anything you would like to discuss or would like further
information about please do not hesitate to contact Emma McGregor-Davies or Kelly Pope
on emma.davies@fortistrust.co.uk or 01634 683990.
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Should Know About
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It’s impossible to keep up with all the Apps and services children use online but Parent Info
has a guide to some of the most popular. More information is available from
www.parentinfo.org and www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
Snapchat – A photo messaging App allowing users to take and share
photos and videos, adding text and graphics. When launched “snaps”
disappeared within seconds and could not be saved. This has changed,
the person posting can choose how long the image remains, up to 24
hours. The person receiving can screen shot the image and share if
they choose to. Snapchat is unmoderated and therefore, you cannot
filter the posts your child receives or stories they view, which means they
can be exposed to adult content.
Instagram - Instagram allows its users to share images and videos and
has introduced live streaming. Users comment on posts, which can
lead to both positive and negative judgements. Posts can be seen by
anyone as default, but you can change your child’s privacy settings so
that only people they know can see them. A link has been suggested
between Instagram and increasing body image issues among young
people.
Tik Tok - Tik Tok lets you make and share music videos and is very popular amongst children
and young people. Users select a song & record themselves miming to the music for up to
60 seconds. They can edit and add special effects to their clips. Tik Tok is an unmoderated
live streaming app, parents should be aware that users can be viewed and contacted by
others, including people they don’t know. There have been reports of requests for images
of a sexual nature from strangers commenting on children’s videos.
YouTube - Children and young people love YouTube. Some just like
watching the clips while some make their own and post them for others
to watch and comment on. There are simple parental controls to
restrict access to adult content. To post, you need to be 13 years old
and open an account but you can watch content at any age.

S k y p e - Live streaming services like Skype, Periscope and Facebook Live allow users to
broadcast in real time with no moderation. They can be used by people to communicate
with children privately, which can be particularly worrying if your child uses them to talk to
strangers online. One of the problems parents face is that your child might not think their
online friend is a stranger, so could be persuaded to do things they wouldn’t normally, such
as sharing sexual images, or becoming interested in extremist political or religious views.
As with all sites and Apps, teach your child how to block and report, and make sure they
have an adult to talk to if something goes wrong.
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Breakfast Club
Why not encourage your children to come and join us at Breakfast Club each day?
Led by Mrs Pattinson, all staff in breakfast club have enhanced DBS and there is a trained
first aider available.
Opening Times: 8:00am–8:45am (Monday to Friday, Term time only)
(No responsibility can be taken for children arriving before 8:00am)
Venue: Lower Site Hall - Entrance through the Lower Site Kitchen.
Price: £3.00 per session, to be paid at the start of each week or daily. Payment should be
made on the School Gateway. Please note: If payment is not received, your child will not
be able to attend breakfast club until the outstanding balance is cleared.
A filling breakfast is provided, including a choice of cereal, toast and pancakes; with a
selection of spreads, fruit, milk, fruit juice, yogurt or water.

A record is kept of all medical conditions including allergies and dietary needs. Parents and
Carers will be responsible for updating this information when necessary.
The club will follow all Academy policies including Behaviour, Child Protection and Health
and Safety; copies available on request. The club will observe the OFSTED standards of
care.
Any compliments can be given either verbally or in writing to the Breakfast Club
Co-Ordinators or the Principal.
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Moving House
If you are moving house or need to make changes to your child’s transport arrangements,
you must first speak to Medway SEN Department on 01634 306000. The transport company
or driver do not have the authority to make any changes without permission from Medway
Council.
As changes can take a few days to arrange you should ensure you give plenty of notice
beforehand.
Do not forget to also let us know of any changes to your address or telephone numbers.
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Free School
Meals
Free school meals for infants
All children attending school in Reception, year 1 and year 2 are
entitled to a school meal free of charge.
Even though your child will receive a school meal, if you are
receiving any of the benefits listed below you should still apply as
your child’s school will also be entitled to extra funding of £1,300
known as Pupil Premium.
Apply for free school meals
To make an application for free school meals you must apply
online. Paper applications are no longer available.
Apply for free school meals online
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200164/school_information/354/free_school_meals/1
You will need to provide:
•
your own name and date of birth
•
contact details
•
national insurance number or national asylum seekers number
•
child’s name and date of birth
•
school your child is attending or will attend
Free school meals from Year 3 onwards
If you have children under 19 years old and still in full time education, they may be entitled
to a free school meal if you receive either:
•
Employment and Support Allowance (income-related)
•
Income Support
•
Jobseeker’s Allowance (income-based)
•
The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit
•
Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
•
Child Tax Credit
•
Working Tax Credit run-one paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working
Tax Credit.
•
Universal Credit
You will not be entitled to Free School Meals if you receive any element of Working Tax
Credit or if your annual household income (as assessed by HMRC) is greater than
£16,190.
Proof of your benefit will not need to be provided at this stage, however, you will be informed
if any proof of benefit is required at a later date.
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School Gateway
Bradfields Academy communicates by email or
text message rather than paper copies.
We also now operate our Curriculum Day and
Pastoral Review Day appointments system online
and therefore it is important that you provide us
with a current email address and mobile phone
number and that you also keep us fully informed
if these change at any time.
Cashless School Payments
We are a cashless school and therefore ALL
payments for dinner money, trips, out of hours
clubs etc. are made online via the School
Gateway App.
Paying for items online is quicker and easier for you, safer for children and more efficient for
us.
If for any reason you are unable to do this please contact the Finance Department for
information regarding Paypoint voucher payments.
It is quick and easy to download the School Gateway App by following the instructions
below.
Please ensure we have the correct email address and mobile telephone number for you.
1.
Go to www.schoolgateway.com
2.
When you visit the School Gateway website for the first time, please select ‘New User’
and enter your email address and mobile telephone number (the same ones you have
given us)
3.
The system will send a PIN code to your phone; please enter this PIN code and your
account will be activated for you.
In addition to payments you can also access your child’s timetable and attendance
information.
Apple iPhone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/iosdownload
Android phone users, download the app here: schoolgateway.co.uk/androiddownload
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Join, shop and raise here:
easyfundraising.org.uk/bradfieldsacademy
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your
annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for Bradfields Academy?

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a donation, including Amazon,
John Lewis, Aviva, the Trainline and Sainsbury’s – it does not cost you a penny extra!
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3...
1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bradfieldsacademy and join for
free.
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start
shopping.
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no
extra cost whatsoever!
There are no catches or hidden charges and Bradfields Academy will be really grateful for
your donations. Thank you for your support.
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Join Amazon Smile and dontate to
Bradfields PTFA
If you sign up for Amazon Smile, then you can donate to the Bradfields PTFA, and help raise
money to provide students with new equipment, trips etc.
To take part in this free scheme, please follow these instructions:
1. Visit smile.amazon.co.uk
2. Sign in with your Amazon.co.uk credentials
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your
choice (Bradfields Ptfa)
4. Select your charity
4. Start shopping!
5. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.co.uk to make it even easier to return and start your
shopping at AmazonSmile
To use this on your Amazon App, please follow these instructions:
1. Download or update to the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app on your phone.
2. Join AmazonSmile, if you have not already done so.
3. Simply sign up by selecting your favourite charity (you can change this at any time).
4. Open the app and find ‘Settings’ in the main menu (☰). Tap on ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow
the on-screen instructions to turn on AmazonSmile on your phone.
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