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Join, shop and raise money
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your weekly shop to your
annual holiday - you could be collecting free donations for Bradfields Academy?
1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bradfieldsacademy and join for
free.
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the site you want and start
shopping.
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your good cause for no
extra cost whatsoever!

Support Bradfields PTFA with Medway Lottery, and
you could win up to £25,000
https://www.medwaylottery.co.uk/support/bradfields-ptfa
Could you #MakeALottoDifference to our good cause? The Bradfields PTFA have joined
Medway Lottery to raise money, to provide equipment, events and other resources for the
students at Bradfields Academy!
50% of all sales made in support of our cause come directly to us!
It’s a fun, easy way you can support us from just £1 a week. There is even the chance to WIN
prizes up to the £25,000 jackpot!

Join Amazon Smile and donate to Bradfields PTFA
1. Visit https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1162998-0 or search for Bradfields Ptfa
2. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.co.uk to make it even easier to return and start your
shopping at AmazonSmile
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Co-op Community Cause
We are also part of the Co-op Local Community Fund for this year to raise money for
a converted vending machine that will be filled with reading books.
Visit the Co-op Causes website to find out more: https://membership.coop.co.uk/
causes/64862
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Message from
the Principal

Dear Parents and Carers,

Bradfields at
The Fishslab

March 2022

Following our exhibition at the Nucleus Arts Centre in Chatham, Bradfields Academy was
invited by The Fishslab Gallery in Whitstable to enter their open arts exhibition.

I am delighted to be able to share with you our Spring Newsletter which details the wide
range of activities, trips, and events which we have been able to reintroduce to the
academy.
I continue to be immensely proud of the achievements of all the students. This term, I am
particularly proud of the achievement of Bella and Adam whose art work was displayed
in the Fishlab exhibition as part of a community-wide exhibition. They were both awarded
prizes for their work.

Two of our students work was selected and not only did they get shortlisted for the
exhibition……both of them went on to win a place!
Bella won 2nd place in the Under 21’s category and Adam won the Under 21’s People’s
Choice. Well done to both our students.

A range of events have been held across the academy focused on deepening the
students’ knowledge, understanding and skills. These have included a Careers Focus Day,
a valentine’s celebration, Sign2sing and author visits. All of which enrich the students’
experiences and further extend learning opportunities. Please click on the link on page 18
to watch our Sign2Sing video.
I would also like to thank all the parents and carers who have engaged in the student
uniform and sixth-form dress code consultation. We have had an excellent response and
will be adjusting our policy in line with the feedback. The policy will then be shared with
students for their feedback before we publish the final version next term.
You will see on page 25 that we have been able to extend the range of after-hours extra
curricula clubs. Please visit the academy website for more detail. I would urge you to
encourage your child to attend.
Please follow us on social media – Facebook, Twitter and via
the academy website for daily updates and information on
activities available across Medway during the Easter break.
Finally, please can I remind all parents to support your child
in undertaking a Covid lateral flow test prior to their return to
the academy in Term 5, this is to help ensure that everyone
works together to keep each other healthy and safe.
We hope that you all stay safe and well and look forward to
seeing you all soon.

Marie Sweetlove
Principal
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Form GK
Meet Jenson

GK had a session with Jenson, the Academy therapy dog, at the start of March. We all went
up to the drama room where Jenson showed us some of his tricks – jumping through hoops,
rolling over and holding his paw out. We had to follow some strict rules around Jenson and
remember he is ‘at work’ when he is in the Academy. The form had the chance to hold the
hoops for Jenson to jump through, they were able to give him the instruction to roll over,
and also were able to stroke him.
Some of our form are a little nervous around dogs, but they all did really well!

Table
Cricket

March 2022

On Thursday 10th February, we were able to take students to
our first off-site tournament this year. We competed in the
Lord’s Taverners Table Cricket competition at the County
Cricket Club in Beckenham.
Table cricket is an adapted version of cricket,
played on a table tennis table and specially
designed to give young people with a disability
the chance to play and compete in the sport
we all love.
It is a strategic game that focuses on placement of the ball
and fielders. There are different scoring zones around the table and,
just like in regular cricket, fielders have to be carefully positioned to prevent
runs or to get the batter out. Teams of six take it in turn to bowl or bat, with the bowler
using a ramp to deliver the ball. The batter scores by hitting the ball into the scoring zones,
avoiding the fielders if they can!
Previous to the event, Brian Gaskin from the Lord’s Taverners came in and delivered Table
Cricket coaching sessions to the Year 8 team. In these sessions they developed their fielding
and batting skills as well as their understanding of how to play the game and the different
tactics to win as a team.
For the tournament, we took a team of 6 students from the Birch Community who competed
against 4 other schools. The students showed passion for the game and good sportsmanship
towards others. We played well and were able to win 2 games overall; this gave us 3rd
place overall.
A big well done to our Year 8 team who, for their first Table Cricket tournament, did
fantastically well and should be proud of themselves.
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During Term 3’s Careers Focus Day all of
the communities in Bradfields took part in a
range of fantastic activities.
Year 7’s went on a school trip to Hempstead
Valley where they visited different outlets
and spoke to employees about their job
roles. They were made aware of the range
of possible jobs and different sectors and
organisations where they can work in the
future.
Year 8 students focused on growing
throughout life and being aware that
learning, skills and qualifications are
important for careers. Students were
introduced to the differences between skills
and qualities through orienteering and communication tasks.
Year 9’s learnt about the balance of life and work, the different life stages, preparation for
transitions and the identification of transferable skills that can be used in the workplace.

Careers
Focus
Day
10

Students in Maple were put into groups and
had different tasks and activities.
In the morning a group prepared and
cooked a stir fry, quiches and salads for
lunch, which was enjoyed by the whole
community at lunch. In the afternoon they
switched over and the other groups cooked
cakes and biscuits to eat as a celebration.
Other activities also took place included
games to support fine motor skills and
teamwork, movement and sportsmanship.
We had a great day with students trying
new skills and improving their fine motor
strength and teamwork.
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Primary IPC
Valentine’s Celebration

For Oak Community staff had prepared a
series of activities for them to take part in.
The community was divided by year group
to allow the activities to be focussed on the
different needs of the Year 10s and Year 11s.
The activities for Year 11s focussed on
helping them achieve in their Key Stage 4
qualifications and on their aspirations for life
after leaving full-time education. Activities
included tasks requiring them to think about
their future and how they want to move
through different life stages.
For the Year 10s the focus was more on
giving them the tools to help them achieve
in school and to give them some enthusiasm
for achieving in school. Activities included problem solving and teamwork tasks, and
activities designed to boost their confidence and optimism about their future.

At the end of last term, Primary parents and carers
were invited in to celebrate the hard work and
achievements of their children. Each class set up
a number of fun and exciting activities based on
their topic of the term, Seasons and weather for
Bumblebee’s, Rabbits and Caterpillars and ‘Around
the World’ for Elephants, Butterflies and Tigers.
There was also a ‘love’ theme to coincide with
Valentine’s Day.
Lots of fun was had by all!

Year 12 students visited our local village in
Walderslade as they learned about local
businesses and work. This wonderful day
helped students build confidence travelling
locally and exploring the local area.
Year 13 students were exploring careers
within science and technology. Students
watched a video created for them by a train
driver who shared information about their
career within the rail industry. This allowed
students to explore a range of careers and
job opportunities as well as a look into travel
within the London Underground. Students
also took part in an engineering challenge
and competition involving team building.
This led to a variety of structures being
created from spaghetti and marshmallows including a replica or the pyramids.
Year 14’s focused on preparing for transition. As part of this students and staff met with former
students from Forward2Employment. This
allowed students to gain an understanding
of possibilities they could explore while they
learned about the experiences their peers
had had and the employment opportunities
and progression they had made since
leaving Bradfields Academy. This day was
followed by talks to prepare students for
their next steps and to better understand
expectations within the world of work.
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During Term 3, Bradfields Academy was lucky enough to be involved in the Pop-Up Author event; a national festival designed to encourage reading in schools by using famous
authors and illustrators to run workshops with pupils. Over a period of three months, we
were visited by 4 different famous authors/illustrators including Sam Gayton, Christian Darkin, Christopher William Hill and Sonia Leong. Each of these writers and artists ran a total of
28 different art, drama and writing workshops on the texts that we had been studying. These
texts included Osbert the Avenger, Romeo and Juliet (Manga Version), Snow Merchant and
the Don’t Panic series.
The authors had a brilliant time working with our pupils and were incredibly impressed with
their enthusiasm, creative talent and wonderful ideas. Overall, we ended up with some
amazing stories, displays, autographs and memories from a very special festival.

Pop Up
Author
Visits
14
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Holocaust
Memorial Day 2022

The Pirate’s Maths
Treasure Challenge

Every year we mark Holocaust Memorial Day at Bradfields. This is a time for us to reflect on
the Jewish lives that were taken during the years of 1941-1945. We also remember all the
other groups that were persecuted such as the LGBT community, Black people, the Roma
and people with special needs.
In lessons, Year 9 have been learning about the Greenman family. Leon Greenman was
a Londoner who married Else and lived in Holland with their little son Barney. They lived
a happy life until 1939 and the advent of World War Two. Holland was taken over by the
Nazis in May 1940 and the Greenman’s way of life was under threat because they were
Jewish. Leon tried to take his family back to Britain but didn’t make it and the family, along
with millions of others were sent to a concentration camp where Else and Barney were
murdered. Leon survived but never remarried. He worked tirelessly to teach people about
the Holocaust and how his family had been killed in an effort to help prevent the same thing
happening again.
This year we worked with Medway Holocaust Memorial Group and produced a film which
was shown as part of their commemorations. The theme this year was ‘One Day’ and we
chose students whose birthdays fell on significant dates (some good, some bad) to show
what can happen on one day. The film which was shown on YouTube on January 27th 2022.

March 2022

Captain Richard Morgan turned up to Bradfields this term
all dazed and confused. He could not understand why
he was on his ship The Good Ship Mathematics looking
for lost treasure one minute and then the next minute he
found himself in our lower site hall.
Luckily, for Captain Morgan he had some eager students
from Ash, Birch, Maple, Pine and Primary communities
who were happy to help him get back to his Pirate ship
so he could find the lost treasure.

Students had to help the Captain by using their knowledge
of shapes, positional language and coordinates to find
the Maths Monster who was guarding the lost treasure.
The good news is that the students were successful in
getting the Captain back onto his pirate ship and went
on to find the lost treasure.
The Captain would like to thank all the students for the
fantastic help and he did say he would like to come back
to Bradfields again one day so that students can help him defeat the Maths Monsters who
seem to be destroying the village on Number Island.
Watch this space!
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Sign2Sing 2022
On Wednesday, 9th February all the students and staff took part in the annual Sign2sing
charity event for the Deaf health charity, SignHealth. This raises awareness and
essential funds to help vulnerable deaf children and adults.

This year we chose our own song to sign, ‘Perfect’ by Ed Sheeran. Although we
were unable to bring the whole academy together we all managed to sign and
sing to the song at a scheduled time split over the academy site, either in the two
main halls or in our classrooms. The students were amazing and it was wonderful to
see them all signing to the song in British Sign Language.
This year we had special permission from the record company, Warner Music UK, to use Ed
Sheeran’s song, so we thought we’d make it extra special by producing our own video with
some of the students taking part.

Watch
the video
here
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We raised
£113.50
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On Thursday 3rd March, students and staff took
part in the 25th year of World Book Day. The
day itself saw a range of costumes, ranging
from ‘Harry Potter’ to ‘Where’s Wally’ to ‘Mary
Poppins’.
As well as this, students and staff took part in
a range of activities throughout the day. Year
7s had the opportunity to explore the fairy tale
of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ through a drama
workshop. They came up with many creative
freeze frames to show different parts of the story
and all enjoyed working in their teams to bring
a scene from the story to life.
Across the academy, we also had several ‘Drop Everything and Read’ sessions, in which
students were to read for ten minutes, either independently or through an audiobook/
teacher-led story time.

World
Book
Day
20

Students were also issued with a World Book Day token to be redeemed in a range of local
bookstores. This enables students to choose a £1 book of their choice, or get £1 off another
book that they wish to purchase.
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Sponsored Read
Event

At the end of January, students got involved in a Sponsored Read event to raise money for
new books for the school. This event was in collaboration with an Usborne bookseller, ‘The
Little Book Bunny’ and was thoroughly enjoyed by all those involved.
Students were given a bingo card for either a Ready, Steady, Read or a Ready, Steady,
Listen event and were asked to complete a range of reading activities throughout the
week. For some this involved listening to stories with their favourite cuddly toy or watching
an episode of a CBeebies Bedtime story and for others this involved reading non-fiction
texts, poetry or even reading aloud to a pet.
Many students got involved and read at home, or completed reading activities in form
time and within English lessons.
At the end of the week, we managed to raise a total of £331through our School Gateway
App and a further £240 through our JustGiving page.
We are continuing to raise money until midway through April, so if you wish to donate
further, you can do so by following the link below:
https://justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jenny-harmer

Bradfields
Enterprise Venture

March 2022

As we have been reporting in each newsletter this
year we have been working towards setting up a
Bradfields Enterprise Venture with 6th Form students
who have not secured an off-site placement. This
term the students have been developing some
new skills and been creating a number of different
products, some of which will be on sale to the
students before Easter. Some examples of the
students’ hard work can be seen with this article.
Some of the other students have been learning
how to use a ‘Cricut’ machine (a computercontrolled cutting machine) and have been
experimenting with the software, creating sample
products and thinking of different ideas that they
can make to sell, again some pictures are included
in this article. It is hoped, long term, that some of
these items will be available to order and that
customers will be able to have them personalised,
as appropriate, so look out for further details.
During this term students have also been designing a logo for this initiative so hopefully you
may see the final choice of design included in a future newsletter.
Please look out and support the future events organised by the Bradfields Enterprise Venture.
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F2E Open Evenings
This term has seen Forward2Employment host its
first two open evenings at the Joiners. On the 7th
and 9th March 2022, at the Forward2Employment
Education facility, at the Joiners building in
the Chatham Dockyard we held a variety of
informative talks and the opportunity for future
interns and their families to ask questions.
The evenings comprised of an introduction about
supported internships from Elizabeth Benson and
Elizabeth Halton and then talks from a number of
employers and parents of current interns.
All the job coaches were on hand to answer
queries and some of the employers who were
not doing presentations were also present to
show support for the programme and to talk to
those people who attended the evening.
We want to say a massive thank you to the parents and interns who spoke at the Open
Evenings, and a thank you to the employers who gave presentations over the 2 evenings:
• Henry Schein
• Richard Austin Alloys
• Mediquip
Staff from ESS were also in attendance to offer support.
We are hoping that this will be the first of many open evenings as the event was a huge
success.

March 2022

Clubs
We are very pleased to be able to offer the after-hours clubs below.
For further information, please contact the member of staff listed.

Breakfast Club:

Opening Times: 8:00am–8:45am (Monday to Friday)
Contact: Mrs Pattinson - amanda.pattinson@fortistrust.co.uk

Bradfields Twilight Club:

Day: Monday 3.20pm – 5.30pm
Cost: £7.50 per session
Contact: Mr Marinelli - bruno.marinelli@fortistrust.co.uk

BushKraft Club:

Day: Tuesday 3.20 – 4.45pm
Cost: £5.00 per session
Contact email: bushkraft.org@gmail.com Contact telephone: 07941327033

Football Club:

Day: Wednesday 3.20pm – 4.30pm
Cost: none
Contact: Mrs Hughes - elizabeth.hughes@fortistrust.co.uk

Multi-Sports Club:

Day: Thursday 3.20 – 4.30pm
Cost: none
Contact: Mrs Hughes - elizabeth.hughes@fortistrust.co.uk

Guides and Rangers:

Days: Thursday (Guides) / Friday (Rangers) 3.20pm - 5.00pm
Cost: £10 per term
Contact: Mrs Brook - margaret.brook@fortistrust.co.uk

To find out more about the clubs we offer, please visit our website:

https://www.bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/clubs
24
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Attendance & Punctuality

Useful Links

Attendance and punctuality are monitored very closely at Bradfields Academy because
we fully understand the link to attainment. If students are maintaining an attendance level
above 96%, then they have the best possible chance of achieving their full potential.

We regularly update our website with the latest information for Parents and Carers. On our
website you will find the latest news, events and important letters sent out to all parents/
carers.

Students should have no more than 7 days absence over the course of the year in order to
maintain attendance above this level.

We also have dedicated pages for important information, below we have provided a list of
some of the places where you can find this information.

Making sure your child is on time for school.
Being punctual for school means making sure your child is at Bradfields and ready to learn
before morning (AM) Registration, which is 08:50am.
Did you know that being late 15 minutes every day is the same as missing 2 whole weeks of
school over a full academic year.
Being late doesn’t only affect the student concerned, it disrupts others in the class as well
as the teachers trying to teach a lesson.
However, if you do think you are going to be late, please don’t keep your child off school
for the rest of the day. Being late and in school is better than being absent and missing out.

How absences add up!

Attendance During One
School Year

Equals =
Days Absent

100%
96%
95%
90%
85%
80%
75%
70%
65%

0 Days
7 Days
9 Days
19 Days
29 Days
38 Days
48 Days
57 Days
67 Days

Which means this
number of lessons
missed
0
35
47.5
95
142.5
190
237.5
285
332.6

96% is the MINIMUM attendance
we expect at Bradfields.
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Latest News:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/latest-news
Letters and Newsletters:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/letters-newsletters
Free School Meals, Dinners and Transport:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/transport-dinners
Uniform:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/uniform
School Gateway:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/school-gateway
Home Learning:
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/home-learning
Community Resources (External Sources):
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/community-resources
Best Practice & Advice (External Sources):
bradfieldsacademy.co.uk/practices-advice
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Start a new chapter

Become a Coram Beanstalk volunteer reading helper and:
• Help a child near you to reach their
true potential
• Pass on your experience while
learning something new
• Take on a new challenge

• Give something back to your
local community
• Meet new friends
• Be active and have fun

To start a new chapter today, visit
www.corambeanstalk.org.uk or call 020 7729 4087
Registered Charity Number 296454

Coram Beanstalk is committed to safeguarding the welfare of children and young people and requires all staff and
volunteers to share this commitment

Bradfields Academy
Churchill Avenue, Chatham, Kent,ME5 0LB
Tel: 01634 683990
Email: office@bradfieldsacademy.co.uk
Website: www.bradfieldsacademy.co.uk
Website: www.fortistrust.co.uk

